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SUBJECT: NAMIBIA: BOTHA- AHTISAARI MEETING 

REF: PRETORIA 5189 

1 . IN WHAT RICHARD WALKER OF THE RAND DAILY MAIL DESCRIBED 
TODAY, SEPTEMBER 6, AS "A 90-MINUTE FACE-TO-FACE CONFRON- 
TATION," SA FOREIGN MINISTER PIK BOTHA REPORTEDLY WARNED MARTTI 
AHTISAARI YESTERDAY THAT "SERIOUS SUSPICIONS" HAD BEEN RAISED 
OVER THE GOOD FAITH OF THE UN. BOTHA WAS RESPONDING TO THE ALLEGED 
CONFIDENTIAL REPORT OF THE AHTISAARI MISSION (REFTEL). HE 
REPORTEDLY CALLED "HOPELESSLY INACCURATE" A FIGURE OF 40,000 
EXILES AND SWAPO PERSONNEL SUPPOSEDLY QUALIFYING FOR REPATRIATION 
AHTISAARI'S REPORTED RESPONSE STATED THAT THE FIGURE HAD 
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BEEN CHOSEN FOR "BUDGETARY REASONS", ADDING THAT HE HAD 
BEEN UNABLE TO VERIFY THE FIGURES AND DID NOT NECESSARILY 
ACCEPT THEM. 

2. FOLLOWING THE MEETING, BOTHA WAS QUOTED AS SAYING HE 
HAD RAISED THE ISSUE "BECAUSE I KNOW IT IS UNTRUE THAT 
40,000 SOUTHEWESTERS ARE LIVING OUTSIDE THE TERRITORY. 

THE TRUE FIGURE IS THREE OR FOUR TIMES LOWER," AND ADDED, 
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"THIS IS THE SORT OF THING WHICH AROUSES SERIOUS SUSPICION 
AMONG THE PEOPLE OF THE TERRITORY ABOUT THE GOOD FAITH 
OF THE UNITED NATIONS." 

EDMONDSON 
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